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Introduction

Within the Catholic Church, every person is created in the image
and likeness of God and is worthy of respect, dignity and care.
Safeguarding is the responsibility of the whole Church
community and involves creating and maintaining environments
where all people - especially those who may be more vulnerable -

are safe, supported and valued.

Adults at Risk, particularly elderly members of our communities,
may face unique challenges, including isolation, declining health,
dependence on others for care, and increased vulnerability to

neglect, abuse or exploitation.

This handbook aims to guide clergy, staff, volunteers and
parishioners in understanding, identifying and responding to
safeguarding concerns involving Adults at Risk. It supports
compliance with the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards
(NCSS) while promoting a culture of care, respect and

accountability within all areas of Church life.











































