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When asked what led he and 

his wife Cartia to Tasmania 

Fr Samuel Fancsali’s answer 

is simple.

“Our Lord,” he said.

Fr Samuel was ordained 

in Romania two years ago 

in the Eastern Catholic 

tradition, in which priests 

are permitted to marry, but 

only before they are ordained 

deacons. 

Now living in South 

Hobart, Fr Samuel is 

spending time familiarising 

himself  with the Archdiocese 

and life in Tasmania and is 

looking forward to being 

able to bring his passion 

for his faith to our Catholic 

community. 

“We see the Archdiocese 

as enthusiastic,” he said.

Fr Samuel fi nds Tasmania a warm and welcoming home

“(I hope to bring to the 

Archdiocese) my enthusiasm, 

my motivation and my joy.”

And while this is their 

fi rst tim
e in Tasmania, the 

Fancsalis are already settling 

in well.

“We l ike  i t  here,” 

Fr Samuel said.

 “The people are very nice 

and welcoming (and) it’s like 

a big family.”

Mrs Fancsali agreed.

“It already feels like 

home,” she said.

While leaving Romania 

had involved saying goodbye 

to family and friends, 

Fr Samuel said family 

support for the couple’s new 

move was strong.

He said he had also 

become adept at using Skype 

to keep in touch with loved 

ones.

“It is like a second job!” 

Fr Samuel quipped.

Keeping in touch with 

family on the other side of  the 

world also had its challenges.

“When it’s night here, 

there it’s day and they forget 

and call as we are sleeping 

in the middle of  the night,” 

Mrs Fancsali said.

“And we are up at 5am to 

call.”
Fr Samuel said he was 

looking forward to getting 

to know more people in the 

community and eventually 

celebrating his fi rst offi  cial 

Mass in Tasmania.

He will minister in 

Tasmania for the next four 

years.

The former Catholic Parish 

of  Launceston Deanery has 

been transformed into a fi rst 

class facility that will enable 

the parish to continue its 

pastoral care for the Catholic 

and wider community of  

Northern Tasmania, well 

into the future.

The new Pastoral Centre, 

which was offi  cially opened 

and blessed by Launceston 

Parish Priest Fr Mark 

Freeman last Sunday, is 

the result of  two years of  

consultation and discussions, 

and six months of demolition, 

reconstruction and renewal. 

Fr Mark said the major 

works had produced a 

welcoming facility designed 

to invite people to feel at home 

at the centre.

“The sole purpose of  

refurbishing the deanery 

was to provide facilities 

that would better enable the 

parish to fulfi l its
 calling and 

truly be a community of faith, 

hope and love, well into the 

future,” he said.

The project was funded 

from parish resources that 

had been built up over the 

years through bequests and 

the sale of  properties.

New Pastoral Centre for 

Launceston Parish
“The generosity and 

support of  people in past 

generations together with the 

marvellous generosity and 

encouragement of  so many 

current parishioners has 

made this major undertaking 

possible,” Fr Mark said.

The building at 44 

Margaret Street has been 

home to resident priests of  

the parish since it was opened 

in 1960 and replaced an older 

deanery in York Street 

Originally capable of  

housing eight resident 

priests and visitors, in recent 

years the building had been 

used as the Parish Offi  ce and 

served as a meeting place 

for priests and members of  

the public.

The priests of  the parish 

no longer reside at the 

Margaret Street building with 

their home now the recently 

renovated presbytery at St 

Finn Barr’s at Invermay.

The new Pastoral Centre 

includes function, seminar 

and meeting rooms, priests’ 

offices, an administration 

offi  ce and a new entrance with 

easy access from the Church 

of  the Apostles forecourt and 

from Margaret Street.

T h e r e  w e r e  s p e c i a l 

celebrations in the north of  

the State recently to mark 

the 60th anniversary of  the 

George Town Parish.

Organised by the Karoola 

and Lilydale Pastoral 

Councils, the festivities 

included thanksgiving 

Masses celebrated by 

Archbishop Julian at St 

Anne’s Church at Lilydale 

and Our Lady Star of  the Sea 

Church at George Town.

Fr Edward Zammit, 

who began working in the 

parish 11 years ago, said the 

Georgetown Parish was a 

special community which 

strongly supported Mass in 

its three churches and its 

many Catholic agencies and 

initiatives.

“I like this parish of  

George Town,” he said.

“The people are friendly, 

welcoming, generous and 

humble.

“As a Franciscan Friar 

I feel as (I am) living in a 

large Friary (the Parish) 

and I feel so much touched 

by  God through my 

parishioners.

“I learn a lot from them, 

especially the practical down 

to earth spirituality that 

Francis of  Assisi lived.”

F r  E d w a r d  a l s o 

acknowledged the local Star 

of  the Sea College for its 

support of  students in their 

sacramental life.

During the two celebratory 

Masses the parish’s first 

priest Fr Vincent Shelverton 

was remembered and all 

parish priests who followed in 

his ministry at George Town.

A celebratory barbeque 

was also held after the Our 

Lady Star of  the Sea Mass.

“The Mass was attended 

by around 130 parishioners, 

among them were young 

parents, students and 

teachers of  our Catholic 

School,” Fr Edward said.

“It was truly a family 

Mass.”

The importance of  a 

strong and supportive 

parish was also highlighted 

by Archbishop Julian, who 

described parishes as the 

bedrock of  Catholic life.

George Town Parish celebrates 60 years

“They (parishes) are the 

concrete expressions of  

belonging to the universal 

Church,” His Grace said.

 “At the centre of  the 

parish is its church, or in this 

case its three churches – Our 

Lady Star of  the Sea, George 

Town, Sacred Heart, Karoola 

and St Anne’s, Lilydale. 

“Today is an opportunity 

for each person to renew their 

willingness to help strengthen 

and build up the parish here.”
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L-R: Caroline Millen , baby Artie, Grandmother Louise Mooney, Archbishop Julian and Rosa Veronese.

Cartia Fancsali and Fr Samuel Fancsali.
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Protecting 
human life 

See page 13

See page 9

Audit shows Archdiocese of Hobart a safe and welcoming place for allBy Catherine Sheehan

The Catholic Church in Tasmania is committed to “zero-tolerance” of  abuse according to the findings of  an audit of  the Archdiocese of  Hobart’s safeguarding practices to protect children and vulnerable adults.
The audit report from Australian Catholic Safeguarding Ltd (ACSL) showed that the Archdiocese had a high degree of  compliance in its implementation of  the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards (NCSS), with potential 

for further improvement.The audit was carried out in early October, with ACSL auditors visiting six of  the Archdiocese’s parishes to review current safeguarding practices. They also met with representatives of  the Archdiocese’s agencies—CatholicCare Tasmania, Catholic Education Tasmania, Loreto Community Housing, St Joseph Affordable Homes and Blueline Laundry. 

Continued on Page 5

Joyful celebration marks church’s 125th anniversary
By Wendy Shaw

For 125 years, Sacred Heart Catholic Church at Somerset has stood as “a visible sign of God’s presence and of the steadfast devotion of generations who gathered to worship, to celebrate, to mourn, and to hope”, according to Archbishop Tony Ireland.The Archbishop told the faithful, who had travelled from near and far 
for the jubilee on 25 October, that the little church on the hill with views 
of Bass Strait and Table Cape, was more than beams and timber.

To Jesus,  
through Mary

A special Marian Mass and Procession was held at St Mary’s Cathedral in Hobart on the last day of 
October, the month of the Holy Rosary, to honour the Blessed Virgin Mary. Read the story on page 3.

ACYF 
Commissioning Mass  

Continued on Page 8
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Advertising & Marketing 2026

Full page
380mm x 6 col

380mm(H) x 263mm(W)
$1500 + GST Half page

190mm x 6 col
190mm(H) x 263mm(W)

$1100  + GST

5 Column Display Ad
60mm x 6 col

60mm(H) x 263mm(W)
$400 + GST

Advertising and Marketing:
Content contained in advertisements & 
marketing collateral must align with industry 
codes of practice and applicable laws. Content 
must also align with the Archbishop’s vision for 
the Catholic Church in Tasmania. The Catholic 
Standard reserves the right to refuse advertising, 
promotional and marketing materials. The 
placement of advertising, promotional and 
marketing materials is at the discretion of the 
editorial committee.

Advertising Specifications:
Files can be sent as a PDF or JPEG in high 
resolution.
Supplied files must fit within our column sizes. 
Note that our column sizes may differ from those 
of other publications.

Supply of Files:
Display advertisements are accepted up to 5pm, 
one week prior to publication date. If a public 
holiday falls in the week of publication, deadlines 
may be brought forward.

Advertising Rates & Production:
	��� Special rates available for regular advertisers;
	��� Front page placement attracts a 20% loading 

(6cm x 6cm only);
	��� Professional press-ready artwork can be 

produced in-house by the Archdiocese of 
Hobart for free; 

	� Agencies will need to add their commission to 
the listed prices.

Advertorial:
	 Maximum of one per edition
	��� Strict conditions apply

Contact details:
Advertising & Marketing 
Catherine Sheehan 0498 846 957 
catherine.sheehan@aohtas.org.au
Production and Design:
cherie.omeara@aohtas.org.au
CatholicStandard.com.au

3 Column display ad 
100mm x 3 col

100mm(H) x 156.4 mm(W)
$300 + GST

2 Column display ad 
50mm x 2 col

50mm(H) x 102mm(W)
$150 + GST

5 Column Display Ad
90mm x 6 col

90mm(H) x 263mm(W)
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Production Schedule 2026

Volume 12		  Booking deadline	 Material deadline	 File to Printer	 Delivery date	 Issue date

Issue 1 - February 2026	 3 February		  10 February	 17 February 	 20 February	 22 February	

Issue 2 - March 2026	 3 March		  10 March 	 17  March 	 20 March		  22 March (EASTER EDITION)

Issue 3 - April 2026	 7 April		  14 April	 21 April	 24 April		  26 April 
Issue 4 - May 2026	 5 May		  12 May	 19 May	 22 May 		  24 May

Issue 5 - June 2026	 2 June 		  9 June	 16 June 	 19 June		  21 June

Issue 6 - July 2026	 7 July		  14 July	 21 July 	 24 July 		  26 July

Issue 7 - August 2026	 28 July		  4 August	 11 August	 14 August 		  16 August

Issue 8 - September 2026	 25 August		  1 September	 8 September	 11 September 		  13 September

Issue 9 - October 2026	 29 September	 6 October	 13 October 	 16 October		  18 October

Issue 10 - November 2026	 27 October		 3 November	 10 November	 13 November 		  15 November

Issue 11 -  December 2026	 1 December	 8 December  	 15 December 	 18 December		  20 December

Issue 1  - February 2027	 27 January  2027	 3 February 2027	 10 February2027 	 13 February 2027 		  15 February 2027

Public Holidays 2026 Tasmania
New Year’s Day: 1 January
Australia Day: 26 January

Royal Hobart Regatta (south only): 9 February
Eight Hours Day: 9 March

Good Friday: 3 April
Easter Monday: 6 April

Anzac Day: 25 April
King’s Birthday: 8 June

Royal Hobart Show (south only): 22 October
Recreation Day (all of state except south): 2 November

Christmas Day: 25 December
Boxing Day (substitute day): 28 December

Catholic School Terms 2026 Tasmania
Term 1: 6 February – 16 April

Term 2: 4 May – 10 July
Term 3: 28 July – 2 October

Term 4: 19 October – 17 December

(CHRISTMAS EDITION)

(FIRST ISSUE FOR 2027)


